
January 26, 1956 

Misa Ann Katharine Cook 
3.6 East Main Street, Apt. 5 
Newark, hhaare 

Dear Kiss Cook: 

Your application for an assistantship in microbial genetics has been 
referred to me, and I wanted to acknowledge it now. It will be some weeks 
before we have reviewed all of the competing applications; :ple wXl.1 let 
you know of the status of your application at the earliest Possible date. 
Meanwhile, I hope you ~$3.1 have contemplated applying for a National Science 
Foundation Pre-Doctoral Fellowship, aa an alternative means of support., 
If you have any difficulty in getting information about this Program IocLly, 
you could write directly to the Foundation (Kaahington 25, D.C.) 

I noticed from your transcript that while you had not exposed yourself 
to any college mathematics, you had succeeded in cowses FIB lfatmnic physics" 
and llexperismntal spectroscopyt3. Your paper also implied some mathematical 
facility. have you done any self-study in this field- if so, to what extent? 

Pour term paper also itiicsted your interest In variation in Serratia 
marcescena. Did you know that Mrs, Bunting is now Dean of Douglas College 
(N.J. State College for gomen) Nhich is not very far from you at New Bruns- 
wick, IJ.J. Unfortunately, I do not believe she has much time any longer 
for research, but she is a very conger&al person and I am sure would be 
happy to advise you on opportunities for graduate work if any Problems coma 
up* 

The main consideration that we have to keep in mind is a rather iattenss 
competition fur research apace, and I will not be able to tell you how your 
application fares for a little while. However, I have an urgent vacancy 
for smwone of about your level of training to work as a full-time assistant 
in this laboratory. The position would not preclude regis=don for a limited 
course schedule, ami further adjustamnts could be made the following year. 
If, as an alternative (not necessarily exclusive) to your application for 
a half-time assistantship on a regular student basis, you would be interestad 
in this full-t&p position, please let me know (and when you wottld be available). 
The stLpend for assistantships at present is ~$3,l2O on a full-time, eebmdnr 
year basis 12 mos. less 1 mo vacation}, r year and ha-f-time appointients. and corregpondingly lteas for academic 

Yours sincerely, 

/’ 
&6hua Zederberg ,; -.a 

"Professor of QenetLCs 


